XIX.

ASPECTS OF DEATH, AND THEIE EFFECTS
ON THE LIVING, AS ILLUSTEATED BY
MINOE WOKKS OF ABT, ESPECIALLY
MEDALS, ENGRAVED GEMS, JEWELS, fee.1

PAET I.

INTRODUCTION

DEATH is no unworthy subject for human consideration.
Since men began to think, this subject is one that has
exercised their brains. Although ignorance may some-
times, perhaps, be bliss, it can hardly be doubted that

1 A longer, but more correct, title would have been, " The mental
attitudes towaids the idea of death, and the various ways in which the
idea of death has, or may be supposed to have, affected the living
individual (his mental and physical state, and especially the direction
and force of his actions), as illustrated by minor works of art, especially
medals, engraved gems, jewels, &c." Naturally, I have not endeavoured
to point out all the possible effects on the living of the vanous aspects
of death as presented by medals, &c. It would, for instance, be quite
unnecessary to explain that contemporary medals representing a de-
capitation for high treason might, at the time when they were issued,
have exercised a deterrent influence on those who saw them. Vide the
medals commemorating the execution of Monmouth and Argyle in 1685,
with the inscription "Ambitio malesuada ruit." The "toy-shop"
medals (described later on), issued in London on the loss of Minorca in
1756, may actually have played a part in bringing the unfortunate
Admiral Byng to his death. In regard to the title, " Aspects of Death,"
it is scarcely necessary to add that "aspects" must not be regarded as
merely equivalent to " representations." On the iconography of death,
see Dr. Theodor Fnmrners series of articles in Mittlieilungen d Jc. k.
Centyal-Comm^ss^on . . der DenJcmale, Neue IPolge, Vienna, 1884 to
1890, vols. x.-xvi., also the works on sepulchral monuments and the
various " dances of death " referred to later on.
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